
Dear Parents and Carers, 

Classes for September 2021 

Today, the children have been able to spend much of the day in their new classes getting to know the 

adults who will be supporting them and becoming familiar with their new surroundings. This is often 

a time when children may feel a mixture of anxiety and excitement – all perfectly normal. They will 

pick up their cues from you so, if you are positive, they will be too. 

As is often the case in schools, there will be a number of staff changes next year. 

We are delighted to announce that both Mrs Harris and Mr Cooper have both secured promotions at 

new schools. Whilst we are sad to be saying goodbye to them, we are really pleased that our belief in 

lifelong learning and career development has enabled them to take this next step in their careers and 

wish them all the very best for the future. 

Mrs Tickner has also secured promotion to a Higher Level Teaching Assistant role at a Canterbury 

school. She and her family have long been involved with Briary; once again our sadness at saying 

goodbye is mixed with excitement for what the future holds. 

Having been at Briary for a couple of years, firstly in Year 4 and more recently in one of our Year ½ 

classes, Mrs Taylor has come to the end of her contract with us. We wish her all the very best for the 

future and hope that our paths may cross again at some point. 

Finally amongst our leavers, and having joined the school at Easter 1990, Mrs Symons (our Assistant 

Head and Inclusion Lead) is taking retirement at the end of this school year. She started at Briary as a 

class teacher before becoming Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator in 1998 and AHT in 2013 – so 

probably taught a number of you! In the nicest possible way she has become part of the furniture at 

Briary. I know you will all join us in wishing her a long and very happy retirement. No doubt you will 

still spot her dashing around on her bike, wielding her hockey stick for Herne Bay Hockey Club or 

walking her dog, Reg, along the seafront. 

Along with the goodbyes we also have some hellos … 

Mrs Espley will be joining us as Assistant Head. She has a 1 year contract with us and will be focusing 

on how we can diminish the difference in learning caused as a result of the pandemic. Mrs Espley was 

previously Deputy at Herne Juniors and has been working across the EKC Trust schools this year. 

Mrs Rorke will be joining us in Early Years Foundation Stage. She is an experienced Early Years Teacher 

who has relocated from London. We will also be welcoming her son to the school in September. 

Both Mrs Tyler (y1/2) and Mrs Donaghy (Y3) have achieved their Qualified Teacher Status and, whilst 

they remain as Teaching Assistants currently, are well placed to support classes and groups of children 

as we feel appropriate. In Year 3, this means that the cohort will be able to split into smaller groups 

for English and maths under the overall responsibility of Mrs Laffey but with Mrs Donaghy as co-

teacher. Both Mrs Tyler and Mrs Donaghy have completed their initial teacher training here with us 

under the difficult circumstances of the pandemic – many congratulations to them both. 

  



Classes for next year are as follows:- 

Year Group Class name Class teacher Other adults 
Reception Elmer Ms Rorke Mrs Dordoy, Mrs Kelly 

& Miss Sonnex 

Y1/2 Jeffers Mrs Gallimore & Mrs 
Gregory 

Miss Ackers, Mr Deer, 
Mrs Kreeger, Mrs Tyler 
& Mrs Wotton Donaldson Mrs Huxley 

Rosen Miss Macdonald-Smith 

Y3 Lowry Mrs Laffey Mrs Donaghy, Mrs 
Harris &  Miss Kearney 

Y4 Morris Mrs James Miss Lukehurst & Mrs 
Tiley Riley Mrs Travers 

Y5 Curie Mrs Denby & Mrs 
Geeves 

Mrs Harvey & Mrs 
Scotto 

Newton Mrs Peverett 

Y6 Darwin Mr Stanley Mrs Doherty, Mr 
Greeway & Mrs Perry Franklin Miss Dillon 

Pastoral Support 
Team 

 Miss Grange (FLO), Mrs Pickard and Mrs Sexton 

Speech & Language  Mrs Heppeler 

 


