
 

Term 4 Foundation Stage  
 

26th February, 2021 

 
Dear Parents/ Carers,  
 

We hope you all managed to have a good rest over half term. Thanks again for your ongoing support and 
all your hard work with your children at home. This term we shall be welcoming you all back to school on 
Monday 8th March. We will be celebrating World Book Day on 4th March with fun, book- based activities 
built into the learning throughout that week. Children who are in school that day are allowed to wear their 
own clothes. Due to restricted access to shops and resources we will not be holding a dress-up event, but 
we will be holding a competition for all children. You will receive this information on Monday. Book 
vouchers have been ordered electronically and we will send these to you as soon as we receive them. 

We would like to reassure you of how vigilant and attentive we are in terms of managing the associated 
risk. This includes frequent hand washing and disinfecting of surfaces and resources, while keeping to our 
year group bubbles and not mixing across year groups. Social distancing is challenging with younger 
children, but we are continually teaching them and reminding them of the importance of safe social 
distances, as well as not touching our faces, coughing into our elbows (rather than our hands) and the 
‘Catch It, Bin It, Kill It’ approach. In addition to this, it is vital that we maintain well-ventilated classrooms, 
which includes keeping windows and doors open even on colder days, so please ensure that your child is 
wearing extra layers to keep them warm. 
 

Our topic this term is ‘Magic Pond’. 
 
We will start book week by looking at ‘The Colour Monster’ by Anna Llenas 
where we will discuss feelings and think of ways to manage these. Our Power 
of Reading books this term will be ‘The Bog Baby’ by Jeanne Willis and Gwen Millward and Aaaargh Spider’ 
by Lydia Monks. For ’The Bog Baby’, we will be exploring the books’ illustrations and messages, and writing 
our own bog baby adventures! For Aaaargh Spider we will look at mini-beasts and explore the environments 
where they live. We will investigate and observe habitats for mini-beasts and have a go at creating our own 
habitats.  The children will be encouraged to make observations and talk about changes when looking at 
the lifecycles.  
 
Phonics will continue to be a daily focus in class and we will continue to build on the children’s knowledge 
by consolidating all of the Phase 2 and 3 sounds. This term we will be blending and segmenting words, as 
well as word and sentence building. In school, we award the reading stars for reading 5 x a week so keep a 
record in your reading diary.  
 

As part of mathematics, we will continue to recognise and order numbers to 20, finding one more or one 
less than a given number, practising addition and subtraction, and problem solving activities. We hope that 
the weather will provide opportunities to learn about growing and changing. We are looking forward to 
planting and caring for the seeds that you have sent in, Thank You! We are still looking for donations of 
plants and seeds so please send them in with your child if you have any. We will continue to do our 
environment walks within school to see the changes that occur. We will also look at art inspired by Andy 
Goldsworthy and create our own natural, transient art. 



Our P.E. days will be on Thursday 4th March but from Monday from the 8th March we will have PE on 
a Monday with Mr Packer from HBHS - children can wear their P.E. kit to school on these days. Try to 
ensure that earrings are removed for P.E. days, or supply tape to cover ears.   
 
Reminders: 
- Please always phone the office first thing if your child is going to be absent (e.g., they are too 

ill to come to school). This means that we know your child is safe. If you don’t phone and we 
can’t get hold of you and your child is not in school, we don’t know they are safe.  

- Please do not allow children to bring jewellery or toys to school. This causes a great distraction 
and can be very upsetting for a child if things get lost or broken. We would also ask for hair 
accessories to be kept to a minimum and for long hair to be tied back.  

- We would also like to ask that you do not bring in any book bags or bags into school. Thank you.  
- Water bottles should be brought into school every day! It is important for the children’s health to 

stay hydrated and it also helps them to concentrate in lessons. 

 
 

 

 

Donations 

We are looking to enhance our outdoor provision at school and would love to enrich the children’s learning. 
We are seeking your help with donations for the following:  

 Wooden Planks (decking type) and wooden poles 

 Large pipes 

 Guttering 

 Ropes 

 Large tubes 

 Tyres 

 Hand held garden tools 

 Wind spirals, turbines and twisters 

 Buckets, jugs and funnels 

 Small mirrors 

 Decorative stones and garden pebbles  

Best Wishes, 

The Reception Team 

Briary is a Nut Free School 

Several of our pupils have severe, potentially 
life-threatening allergies to nuts. 
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