
                                                                 

Term 1 Key Stage 1 Newsletter  
7th September, 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Welcome back to Briary after what we hope has been a wonderful summer break for you and your family.  
Our staff have worked hard over the summer to prepare welcoming and engaging classroom 
environments; we hope that you and your children have been able to view the video tours online.  
 
As our children readjust and settle back into school life, our priority (first and foremost) is their well-being. 
As part of our training days, both teachers and TAs have learned about the impact of loss, grief and 
bereavement at different ages, as well as approaches to supporting those children coping with loss.  
We understand that each and every family’s experience of lockdown will be different – no two the same. 
On Wednesday 16th and Thursday 17th September, there will be an opportunity to meet with your child’s 
teacher to share how your child has been during lockdown, how they have or have not engaged with 
Learning from Home and any concerns or worries you may have. 
 
Although we anticipate that general anxieties about returning to school may well be exacerbated by the 
impact of a national pandemic and lockdown, we also understand that many of you will (no doubt) be 
ready to breathe a huge sigh of relief upon the wider re-opening of schools! Many children will feel excited 
and eager to see their friends again, while others will feel a sense of loss after five months of family time. 
There is no right or wrong response to the extraordinary circumstances we have faced this year. At Briary, 
we will focus on the pleasure and enjoyment that we feel in being back together. The children will have 
time to re-establish relationships and to rebuild their friendships with each other. They will have time to 
be with their friends - to talk to each other, to interact and to play. School will be rich in challenging 
learning opportunities through playful teaching. The adults in school will be sensitive and responsive to the 
children’s needs and interests, encouraging them to be resilient, self-confident and independent. 
 
In terms of our decision to teach mixed-age classes, we would like to take this opportunity to reassure you 
of our intention to meet the learning needs of all children – personal, social, emotional and educational – 
regardless of their age or year group. Many schools across the country teach mixed-age classes and it is 
not uncommon to find four year groups taught in one class.  And like many of the schools that remained 
open during lockdown, we taught children of key workers in mixed-age classes for the first time. This 
provided a nurturing base for children of all ages during uncertain times. We planned activities that would 
engage and motivate the children during their time in school. Groupings were flexible and themed projects 
were introduced, allowing children to explore topics at their own pace and level in exploratory and open-
ended ways. The children felt happy and supported, while we felt proud of them and their achievements. 
 

   

Blake Class 
Mrs James and Ms Ackers 

Kerr Class 
Ms Taylor and Mrs Wotton 

Murphy Class 
Mrs Laffey and Miss Kearney 

Speech and Language - Mrs Heppeler 
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Please let us reassure you (following some confusion) that our Year 1/2 classes are not grouped by ability. 
The classes are as balanced as possible in terms of gender, ability and age, as well as friendship groups. 
Our role in school is to provide a broad and balanced curriculum that meets the needs of all children; one 
that consolidates and deepens learning and understanding across all subjects, regardless of age.  
 
In order to support our mixed-age classes, we will structure teaching and learning in the following ways: 
 

 Differentiated Teacher Input, allowing learners to engage in tasks appropriate to their level of 
understanding and development. 

 Supportive Classroom Environments where children are encouraged to help each other and 
collaborate flexibly, in pairs and small groups. In our socially collaborative classrooms, older or more 
confident children will be encouraged to support their peers, with the benefit of developing their own 
social skills and enabling others to access more challenging activities.  

 Flexible Groupings organised not only whole class but also across the year group, including teacher-led 
groups, TA support and independent-based learning opportunities. Groups may change from lesson to 
lesson during the course of the school day, depending on the children’s needs. 

 Topic Based Learning - an overarching topic for all learners, but at different levels according to the 
children’s needs, allowing for a whole class introduction followed by age-appropriate activities. 

 Quality-First Teaching, which is open-ended, exploratory, skills-based and problem-oriented so that 
children can learn at their own pace. 

 
As highly-trained professionals in education, we continually strive to improve outcomes for all children; 
your children’s best interests are at the heart of every decision made. Please talk to us if you have any 
concerns or queries and we will be happy to discuss these with you. 
 
Our Topic This Term – ‘Books’  

Our focus is traditional tales. We will plan meaningful speaking 
and listening activities to encourage attentive listening in a range 
of situations. We will share stories and respond with comments, 
questions and actions. We will also practise our reading skills, 
including phonics for decoding. The children will have time to read 
independently for pleasure. The children will be encouraged to 

use a pencil effectively, to write sentences using the sounds and the spellings they already know and also 
to write personal narratives related to our topic-based learning. 

Our main text - ‘The Jolly Postman’ by Allan Ahlberg - is a fabulous story for inspiring 
children to write letters, postcards and books of their own. As part of our topic, we 
hope to plan a trip into town to visit the local library - more details to follow - and a 
‘Flat Stanley’ project, which will be ongoing for the whole year and will involve 

postcards being sent to the children from many places in the U.K. and further abroad.  

In maths, we will use concrete resources such as cubes and counters, as well as rhymes, stories and 
songs, to build upon the children’s number and problem solving skills with a focus on the place value of 
two-digit numbers (tens and ones), addition and subtraction. We will make number lines for reference, 
use 100 squares to show number patterns and make number games readily available. Our science unit is 
‘Animals’ and in PSHE, we will consider feelings and relationships, whilst in RE, we will be exploring how 
and why we should care for others and the world around us. As part of their physical development, the 
children will have time and space to enjoy energetic play daily. We will organise outdoor games, 
including running and racing games, where we are better able to maintain social distances. We will 
practise movement skills through games with beanbags, cones, balls and hoops, including target 
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throwing, rolling, kicking and catching. 

All resources used for activities such as counting, painting, craft, small world play, construction and P.E. 
will be washed frequently - before and after use. We will also quarantine items for 48 hours or 72 hours 
for plastic. The children will be provided with their own, personal pen pots and stationery. We will teach 
them about ways to keep healthy and safe. For example, by washing our hands frequently, not touching 
our faces, not putting objects in our mouths, coughing into our elbows (rather than our hands) and 
keeping safe social distances from each other in order to avoid spreading viruses. We will also teach the 
‘Catch It, Bin It, Kill It’ approach to stopping the spread of viruses. 

Reminders 
 
Please always phone the office first thing if your child is going to be absent (e.g., they are too ill to come to 
school). This means that we know your child is safe. If you don’t phone and we can’t get hold of you and 
your child is not in school, we don’t know they are safe. 
 
P.E. days are on Mondays - children can wear their P.E. kit to school on these days. Try to ensure that 
earrings are removed for P.E. days, or supply tape to cover ears.   
 
Please do not allow children to bring jewellery, toys or mobile phones to school. This causes a great 
distraction and can be very upsetting for a child if things get lost or broken. We would also ask for hair 
accessories to be kept to a minimum and for long hair to be tied back. 

Water bottles should be brought into school every day!  
It is important for the children’s health (especially in hotter weather) to stay hydrated and it also 
helps them to concentrate in lessons. 
 

 
 

 

 

All of us are very much looking forward to seeing our children and staff back together again. 
 
What a year it’s been so far!  
 
Best wishes, 
 

Mrs James 

 

Briary is a Nut Free School 

Several of our pupils have severe, potentially 
life-threatening allergies to nuts. 
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